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REHABILITATION THE BLINDED SOLDIER 


JAMES GREEAR, M.D. 


BELIEVING THAT large number soldiers 
would blinded the recent war, in- 
formal committee was created the Office 
The Surgeon General the Army the 
Spring and Summer 1942. The purpose 
this committee was investigate existing 
agencies for the blind, both this country 
and abroad. was their understanding that 
the rehabilitation the blind was car- 
ried out the Veterans Administration. 
Nevertheless, was deemed imperative that 
retraining programs should established 
specially designated hospitals where social ad- 
justment the blinded soldier could insti- 
tuted while was undergoing medical care. 


Printed with permission the editor the Military 


Dr. James Greear, Washington, C., nationally 
known ophthalmologist, was for two years chief the 
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Section the Valley Forge 
General Hospital, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, which 
cates for war-blinded soldiers. Later served senior 


consultant ophthalmology the European Theater 
Operations. 


April, 1943, the Acting Chief, Profes- 
sional Administrative Services the Office 
The Surgeon General, appointed special 
committee the care the blind. This com- 
mittee continued the survey techniques 
the training the blind. careful study was 
made the extent literature the subject 
and conferences were held with recognized 
leaders the field. All the national organiza- 
tions dealing with problems the blind were 
most helpful offering wise counsel and 
recommending available personnel, both civil- 
ian and military, who were well qualified 
function such program. 

May 28, 1943, Valley Forge and Letter- 
man General Hospitals were designated for 
the special treament blinded casualties. 
this time the Aid 
the was created, and personnel was 
recruited from existing agencies 
the blind centers. Each the hospitals 
designated for the care the blind had also 


been designated plastic center and since 
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they were, addition, functioning general 
hospitals, all the specialties medicine were 
represented and available. 

was the rare exception that soldier 
blinded combat did not have many other 
injuries. Some the serious problems en- 
countered with battle casualties were disfigur- 
ing scars the face; injuries the extremi- 
ties, the form fracture; nerve injuries; 
and amputations. Such injuries usually af- 
fected tactile sensation, which essential 
blind individual. Deafness was serious 
complication. 

was believed that there would much 
smaller number blind the Navy than 
the Army; hence, after the establishment 
the two centers for the blind the Army, 
the facilities the Medical Department 
the Army were offered the Navy for the 
care cases blindness occurring the 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard per- 
sonnel. 

the end the year 1943 the problem 
the responsibility for full rehabilitation 
the blind was still unsettled. Should patients 
kept the hospitals turned over the 
Veterans Administration for adjustment train- 
ing? The hospitals had authority retain 
patients beyond the period maximum 
medical benefit. was apparent that period 
specialized rehabilitation was necessary 
patients were prepared properly 
undertake vocational training under Veterans 
Administration. The latter had made pro- 
visions for accepting cases directly from the 
Army. Therefore, patients were spending 
months their homes without the special 
attention they required after discharge. Rep- 
resentatives from the Office The Surgeon 
General appeared before the Federal Board 
Hospitalization and urged the establishment, 
under the Veterans Administration, 
paternal institution, similar to. St. Dunstan’s 
England, offering continuous service. Vet- 
erans Administration opposed this idea. The 
matter was then referred President’s 


In-Service January 1944, 
the President directed the Army establish 
institution for readjustment utilized 
both the Army and the Navy. 

the spring 1944, Avon Old Farms 
School Avon, Connecticut, was secured and 
was established the Farms Convales- 
cent May 21, 1944, and acti- 
vated June 14, 1944. 

August 25, 1944, Dibble General Hos- 
pital ‘was designated replace Letterman 
General Hospital. The specially designated 
hospitals set about restore the handicapped 
the fullest possible physical, mental, social, 
and vocational usefulness order enable 
the blinded continue part the fabric 
the community. 

The success program rehabilitation 
the blind has been dependent variety 
factors. The native ability, education, 
intelligence, and previous training the 


soldier were important factors consid- 


ered. 

order establish program for social 
readjustment the blinded soldier, be- 
came necessary secure highly qualified 
individuals who had achieved some degree 
recognition the field rehabilitation the 
blind. Valley Forge General Hospital two 
such enlisted men were assigned, both 
whom were later commissioned. One these 
men was placed charge the general 
tional program for the blind, and the other 
charge the program physical 
tioning which included general personal orien- 
tation. 

was realized, and generally accepted, 
that once permanent loss vision was de- 
termined, readjustment the newly blinded 
soldier should instituted the earliest 
possible moment. Very soon after Valley 
Forge and Letterman General Hospitals were 
designated centers for special care and 
treatment the blind, directive was sent 
out all medical installations the Zone 
the Interior instructing commanding officers 
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transfer all blinded soldiers one the 
designated hospitals quickly they were 
capable being transported. All patients 
blinded theaters outside the United States 
were returned the Zone the In- 
terior the earliest possible moment and upon 
arrival were transferred immediately 
one the hospitals mentioned above. 

Fears and the shock blindness must 
dispelled. rule, this was usually quickly 
accomplished the carrying out few 
simple acts. The blinded soldier soon became 
familiar with his immediate surroundings, 
and within relatively short time became 
personally independent. had taught 
dress, and keep himself well groomed, 
feed himself, get around alone, and 
care for his personal effects generally, keeping 
his bed and locker order all times. 
possibly could for himself. All these ac- 
complishments become the medium 
approach new mode living. 

order that adequate instruction and re- 
training might accomplished mini- 
mum time, was necessary have trained 
instructors. These available from 
civilian life. was necessary that they 
sighted individuals and, preferably, above 
average intelligence. Such group enlisted 
men was carefully selected from various mili- 
tary installations throughout 
They were trained the ex- 
perienced chiefs the rehabilitation program 
and their associates. During the early days 
the hospital the soldier was taken hand 
one the trained attendants, who, pre- 
ferably, were not assigned more than two 
trainees. However, this could not adhered 
because the fluctuation the number 
blinded patients the centers. Through 
such program the instructor orientor 
came know the trainee more intimately. 
There was ample opportunity for cultivating 
the personal contact that begets confidence, 
well for gaining more complete under- 
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standing problems that might arise. 

addition the medical and surgical care 
these patients, detailed psychiatric study 
was made relatively soon after admission 
the hospital. might anticipated that 
severe emotional disturbances would arise 
practically every blinded soldier. Actually 
this did not always, necessarily, occur. 

According Major Bernard Diamond, 
M.D., “The soldier sound personality 
structure, free from preexisting neurotic 
psychiatric traits, who blinded injuries 
received combat, fully capable making 
adequate emotional adjustment his dis- 
ability, providing adequate orientation and 
rehabilitation facilities are available. Such 
soldiers, learning their eyesight has been 
permanently destroyed, react courageous 
and constructive manner. They accept their 
disability with fortitude and with the philo- 
sophical attitude, ‘Well, it’s happened; one 
has make the best it, and life 
from here.’ They are not depressed, and the 
insecurity that might arise out such 
overwhelming handicap well controlled and 
constructively directed towards the main- 
tenance social and psychological indepen- 

was also pretty generally true that the 
totally blinded soldier made more rapid 
adjustment his handicap than the man who 
retained slight- vision, mere light percep- 
tion. The latter individual was constantly 
building false and futile hopes recovery 
good vision. Every effort was made 
evaluate carefully the chances recovery 
useful vision and always perfectly frank 
and honest with the patient this regard. 
was always told the truth regarding his 
eyes, and that quickly could 
determined. 

The initial period rehabilitation was 
concerned primarily with those matters which 
foster speedy adjustment normal living. 
This initial training -was handled 
structor—an enlisted man—with the co-opera- 
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tion blind consultant, who himself had 
been blinded the recent war. had made 
remarkable adjustment the handicap 
blindness, and was splendid 
They worked together under the supervision 
the directors the training program. The 
length this training period was variable, 
and was controlled large part the indi- 
vidual’s mental and physical handicap. Good 
posture and walking habits were stressed 
this time. soon learned to, move about, 
both inside and out the hospital, with 
degree ease and self-confidence. 
was expected learn fairly quickly get 
around alone with, and without, cane; 
travel easily with people; get and out 
automobiles, buses, and trains; and 
down stairs and escalators; through re- 
volving doors; walk along unfamiliar 
streets, following directions and explore 
unfamiliar terrain using his cane case 
getting lost. One the tests was required 
pass was leave the hospital bus, 
unaided, ride town, some destination 
such the railway station, find his way the 
ticket window and platform, and then return 
the hospital. From this experience many 
men took the practice taking trips 
themselves when they had passes and leaves. 
During tests, the blind soldier was carefully 
checked orientor who specialized 
this part the training. This orientor gave 
assistance, except for safety, which case 
the patient was disqualified that occasion. 
One the particulars which the pupil was 
expected excel was handling the pro- 
ferred help the public diplomatic 
manner, accepting such assistance needed, 
which amounted guidance across danger- 
ous intersection. 

was expected that travel with ease and 
reasonable degree speed, and that 
demonstrate definite degree intelligence 
doing. Once this period general orien- 
tation had been mastered, was considered 
advisable grant the soldier furlough. This 


permitted usage the knowledge and inde- 
pendence gained, and stimulated desire 
continue with the broader program follow, 
This initial contact with the sighted world 
was very important milestone the pro- 
gram. was imperative that families and 
friends treat him normal human being; 
that allowed things for himself 
far was capable. Every effort was 
made prepare the families meet these 
men courageously. Members the family 
were encouraged visit the blinded soldier 
the hospital prior this furlough. They 
were then interviewed the.ward officer 
the chief the service and the true condition 
the patient discussed frankly. The part 
they must play his future was fully gone 
into. This paved the way for sane reunion 
and much less difficult adjustment for all 
concerned. case the family was unable 
visit the soldier during this initial period, 
letter was written them the chief the 
eye service much the same vein the letter 
written Major General Paul Hawley 
the parents the first soldier blinded the 
European Theater Operations. This letter 
follows: 


“Dear Mr. and Mrs. ——: 


“Your son has had his eyes seriously dam- 
aged the war. recovering from his 
wounds and convalescing the hospital 
has been confronted with the fear blind- 
ness, which has faced with the same manly 
courage had when wounded. has had 
the most skillful medical and surgical care 
American ophthalmic medical officers. Every- 
thing possible has been done save his sight, 
without success. 

“The fear blindness very real and 
ugly thing. Fear can only overcome 
understanding the thing that causes it. The 
fear blindness the fear utter darkness, 
physical darkness that leads darkness 
the mind. also the fear restricted 
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loneliness, sentimental pity, being placed 
one’s friends into world apart. 

“We recognize and understand these fears 
and overcome them. That done training 
your son learn blind. eager 


learn and break his chains. first 


needs help and this comes from many sources, 
from our Government, from you and from his 
friends. The Government sees that 
will get the. best training available teach 
him read, type, walk around unaided, 
play games, and particularly become 
experienced one more the many 
ways blind person can earn living, depend- 
ing upon his capacity; short return him 
useful and happy life. This training 
done experienced teachers, many whom 
are blind themselves. can best done 
sort school college where others 
same situation are learning blind. Hap- 
hazard and casual training the home often 
does more harm than good. The road, best, 
long one and find one’s way needs 
experienced guide. 

“Our Government provides that guide. 
Your son will have patience and courage 
the hard work learning the many neces- 
sary things. The understanding will come 


all us. 


“The most important thing you can 
when returns treat him naturally 
you can. does not want pity and senti- 
mentality. wants things for himself, 
and the sooner does these the more nearly 
normal you will all be. 

“Training takes long time and varies with 
the speed learning. There will many 
periods depression and times feeling 
hopelessness and futility. There will 
times, too, when will feel that progress 
being made. This the experience not 
only those who are learning blind, but 
common all learning processes. not 
sensation and not fact. time will 
independent, useful, and therefore, happy. 

“You may rest assured that your Govern- 


ment will everything its mighty power 
restore fine citizen proper pursuit 

writing this letter you that you 
may better understand your son’s problem 
and assist him its solution. When ar- 
rives home, greet him nothing had hap- 
pened. Above all, don’t embarrass nor dis- 
courage him with pity. With your help 
will live his life happily. 


wish for you and for your son all success 


injury; and overcome you can you refuse 
defeated. was not afraid when 
gave his eyes for his country. You must never 
let him afraid while getting his vision 
back through other facilities.” 


Sincerely yours, 
Brigadier General, 
Army the U.S. 
Chief Surgeon 


Upon his return from this initial furlough, 
the soldier was placed full schedule, which 
included braille, typewriting, handicrafts, and 
physical reconditioning. The importance 
being able communicate with people was 
recognized. Therefore, every blind soldier 
who was capable doing was required 
study braille and typing. Many them 
became very proficient both, and most 
those who had accepted the handicap blind- 
ness worked hard them because they appre- 
ciated their value. 

Handicrafts proved very valuable 
developing manual dexterity and means 
keeping the individual occupied during some 
his leisure hours. This was carried 
workshop for ambulatory patients, and the 
bedside for those not ambulatory. Provision 
was made for definite achievement these 
various subjects. 

Adequate tests were established corre- 
late the training this period. For the most 
part, men were handled individually during 
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the period hospitalization, although for 
competition, classes and groups were arranged 
whenever was possible. Talks 
quently given successful blind business 
and professional men. The 
stress, however, during this time, was laid 
making the men physically active, and physi- 
cal reconditioning included swimming, horse- 
back riding, skating, bowling, bicycling, bag 
punching, weight lifting, rowing, fishing and 
golfing, addition calisthenics and hiking. 

The American Red Cross played most 


important role the entire program. The 


medical social worker, assigned the pro- 
gram rehabilitation the biind, made 
contact with every new patient the service 
within the first few days after admission. She 
explained the manner which the Red Cross 
could assistance him while was 
patient there; how she would assist him 
keeping touch with his family friends, 
and the many other ways which the Red 
Cross could make his stay more pleasant. 

The Red Cross was invaluable assistance 
the staff helping plan the patient’s 
furlough and arranging schedules travel. 
They arranged have the patient met 
Travelers Aid workers changes trains 
had made, arranged ascertained that 
the patient’s family would meet him upon his 
arrival home. 

The entire recreational social program 
was under the direction the Red Cross. This 
included instruction dancing, theater par- 
ties, ball games, broadcasts, weekend visits 
private homes, picnics, and variety 
additional social activities. 

Progress reports became part each 
trainee’s file. careful check was kept his 
attendance and progress every phase the 
program. This became important part 
his record which was passed along the social 
adjustment center Old Farms Convalescent 
Hospital when the patient was finally trans- 
ferred that installation. 

Throughout the first year which Valley 
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Forge functioned center for the blind, 
many the patients under treatment there 
had reached such degree proficiency and 
independence that became necessary seek 
outside interests for them. One our orien- 
tors had worked with Federal agency 
civilian life job placement officer for the 
blind. was given the assignment investi- 
gating manufacturing plants the neighbor- 
ing towns and within very short time more 
jobs were available than there were patients 
fill them. great number patients were 
given opportunity “try their wings” ata 
variety mechanical jobs which were suit- 
able for blind man. This gave the rehabilita- 
tion staff pretty accurate gauge the 
individual’s ability develop various me- 
chanical skills. This information was made 
part his permanent record. Soon after Old 
Farms began function social adjust- 
ment center, this phase activity was dis- 
continued Valley Forge. 

Under the most favorable conditions, 
blinded soldier would required remain 
one the specially designated hospitals for 
period months before had received 
maximum benefit from hospitalization. Hence, 
practically every trainee arrive Old 
Farms had gained great deal confidence 
his ability carry blinded indi 
vidual sighted world. had mastered 
the art traveling without vision. had 
learned something braille and typing. 
had learned make variety articles 
the craft shop, and had proven himself that 
was capable engaging most the 
activities normal, healthy, sighted indi- 
vidual. Therefore, when arrived Old 
Farms was though were entering upon 
course higher education. 

One the most important differences be- 
tween the soldier staying the general hos 
pital and his course Old Farms that his 
stay the hospital might range duration 
from five weeks several years, depending 
his physical condition. When Old Farms 
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was established, was fundamental principle 
that function social adjustment center, 
where there should concentration effort 
and speeding pace for centrifugal 
process which would give impetus whereby 
the soldier could arrive his normal social 

The outstanding force Old Farms the 
belief the ability the blinded soldier 
carry on; his ability gain insight into his 
problem and develop plan for living. Upon 
arrival given understand that the 
entire staff there serve him, but that 
his job make the most what they have 
offer. There great deal guidance Old 
Farms. Guidance centered the counseling 
department, which composed eight coun- 
selors who have met high qualifications. Each 
has case load about twenty-five trainees. 
The counselor the manager the trainee 
throughout his eighteen weeks’ stay. The 
coordination the trainee’s testing clinic 
results, his class progress, his vocational plan, 
and the schedule classes, the responsibility 
the counselor. The counselor friend and 
adviser. spots troubles when problems 
develop and worries with his trainee find 
solution. 

Counselors meet daily with the Director 
Training, Consultant Psychologist, Post 
Surgeon, Chief Occupational Therapist, Di- 
rector Red Cross, and Veterans Administra- 
tion representatives discuss and seek the 
solution, problems individual trainees. 
This group called the Training Council. 
gives direction the entire guidance and 
instructional program. This council awards 
certificate the trainee considers that 
has attained adjustment within his capa- 
bilities. 

The trainee not entirely dependent upon 
his counselor, but may seek aid from number 
other sources the Post—the Com- 
manding Officer, the Post Surgeon, the Di- 
rector Training, the Consultant Psycholo- 
gist, two Personal Affairs Officers, the Red 


Cross Director, two Auxiliary Chaplains, and 
three Veterans Administration representatives. 


Guidance outside Old Farms also avail- 


able. Scores speakers from agencies for the 
blind have come Old Farms talk the 
men. representative the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind, and one from the 
American Association Workers for the 
Blind periodically visit the Post and hold 
individual conferencesdaily for week more. 

Trainees are sent field trips agencies 
for the blind, colleges, and business or- 
ganizations order that they may receive 
first-hand information concerning their inter- 
ests. 

After the blinded soldier has been Old 
Farms for period twenty-one days, all 
available data are assembled for study. These 
include information from medical charts, 
service records, social background reports, 
testing clinic results intelligence, interest, 
personality and manipulative tests, reports 
interviews, progress notes from teachers and 
orientor. The trainee’s plan, has one, 
stated and critically appraised. 
information much simpler make recom- 
mendations courses and field activities for 
the remaining fifteen weeks. final statement 
prepared the end training, which 
summary the trainee’s status the time 
discharge. This statement, with all original 
records developed Old Farms and the eye 
centers, handed over the Veterans Ad- 
ministration representatives for immediate 
forwarding the blinded veteran’s Regional 
Office. 

Throughout the period retraining the 
blinded soldier constantly kept employed 
and actively engaged. There stimulus 
keep pace with others who are traveling the 
same route. However, upon discharge with 
generous pension, employment bit diffi- 
cult obtain, may very easily drift into 
the deplorable state doing nothing. 

the important responsibility Veter- 
ans Administration, Federal 
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agencies, and private agencies for the blind 
see that this does not happen. impera- 
tive that employment opportunities all 


types are continuously available and that 
dynamic national program for the blinded 
veteran established and perpetuated. 


SOCIETY HUMAN BEINGS 


RUFUS JONES 


tired for This and That. What need society human beings.” Anon. 


HAVE HAD GREAT many friends who are 
and one the most amazing things 
about them all is, and has been, their constant 
happy spirit, triumphant spite what they 
have lost. watched young friend mine 
who was going blind, not suddenly, but slowly. 
was highly gifted and was engaged 
very significant piece creative work which 
needed his eyes, but his sight failed his in- 
ward vision steadily increased, and was 
one the happiest men have ever known. 

Not everybody can get this inward strength, 
this vision the spirit, but this immense 
crisis human history must all join— 
those who are blind and those who can 
see—in building within ourselves greater 
faith the moral and spiritual grandeur 
the soul man. the great days the Re- 
naissance the students the Italian Universi- 


Dr. Rufus Jones, who was during the war visitor 
the Eye Wards Valley Forge General Hospital, the 
author many philosophical works including New Eyes 
For Invisibles, which recorded Talking Book. 


ties used call out every person who came 
address them: about the soul; tell 


about the need that call again 


today. have been busy with the affairs 
the outside world that have almost for- 
gotten that have inside world where 
really live. hope dear friends who cannot 
see will discover that there inner world 
where faith and strength and courage come 
birth. 

who are friends the blind are de- 
termined that they shall have all the means 
that are available through human ingenuity 
for enlarging their scope life, and for the 
cultivation their inward resources. The 
power see with finger tips through the 
pages braille one their greatest bless- 
ings, and those who care intensely for 
their welfare must see that the range braille 
greatly extended. cannot give them the 
beauty the outside world, but can and 
will help them increase the beauty and 
wisdom their inside world. 
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EDUCATION FOR SOCIAL LIVING 


OSCAR NEWMAN 


“For THE COMMON MAN, democracy qual- 
ity the life which lives his immediate 
locality,” says Howard McClusky, The 
Teacher Community Engineer. there 
makes sense him because the life about 
which has primary knowledge. would 
stupid ignore the larger communities, 
The world beyond and without long chain 
and the only link really knows his home 
town. The school strategic force the 
home community and the teacher turn 
key agent the school. The job the school, 
therefore, part, that helping create 
community which young people have 
chance grow into strong and effective per- 
sonalities and, part, the job the teacher 
that manager these community rela- 
tions which come within his jurisdiction.” 
The blind person must, necessity, come 
into adjustment the world, for the world 
cannot adjusted the individual blind 
person, whatever may his real talents and 
desires. Schools are part the environment 
which they serve. They are not autonomous 
insulated against the social forces 
ences around them. who control the des- 


Oscar Newman, teacher the New Mexico School 
for the Blind, has had wide and varied experience his 
field. Since his graduation from the Iowa School for 
the Blind and Iowa State Teachers College, has taught 
the South Dakota and Arizona Schools for the Blind, 
where acted supervisor boys. His major Social 
Science, but has taught English and Mathematics 
grades and high not mention tuning. de- 
scribes himself one those persons who does 


almost anything residential school under stress and 


tinies blind children have moral obliga- 
tion which cannot shirk. 

many ways, education for the blind has, 
since its beginning, been sterile action. 
has scarcely touched real life life’s problems. 
the few instances which schooling has 
come down the level practical problems, 
has never sought carry through into 
planned intelligent action. The concern 
recent years for the development socially 
desirable attitudes pupils has resulted only 
efforts change the beliefs our pupils. 
hate admit that little effort has been 
made provide pupils with actual practice 
the application these beliefs life situa- 
tions. 

The hope that the socialization blind 
children can come painlessly through mastery 
content alone must discarded unreal- 
istic and impractical. The idea parcelling 
out responsibility for developing pupils 
the several components social living must 
discarded. one teacher department 


can make students concerned for the dignity 


and worth individuals, teach the skills 
effective democratic participation, .unless 
these qualities are present everywhere the 
school, class and out. 

not claim have reached the acme 
success along these lines New Mexico; 
however, feel that have made definite 
progress and that some phases our program 
may value others who are struggling 
with the same problem. 

The job not simple. easier solve 
problems the past than those which are: 
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immediate. draw upon many communi- 
ties, and have set case studies each pupil 
which all staff members are encouraged use. 
These studies give insight into their environ- 
ment, which quite varied size, oppor- 
tunities, and social activities. 

Our school ideally located town 
four thousand, lacking commercial enter- 
tainment, but helpful preparing pupils for 
the type community which most 
them live. 

Since our cultural opportunities are limited, 
invite all those who might service 
us, encouraging them meet with and talk 
our pupils. many these occasions, 
tea has been served, sponsored members 
The Socialettes, club organized our girls 
for self-improvement the social way. The 
girls arranged for the teas, and prepared and 
served them with minimum supervision. 
This activity not confined the school. 
With need for all available assistance 
entertaining troops stationed the Alamo- 
gordo Air Base, our girls acted hostesses 
serving teas the O., rendering much 
valuable service, and gaining much the 
way poise. 

Another phase our program has been the 
presentation concerts, plays, and other 
entertainment. these the public has been 
invited, and has shown hearty apprecia- 
tion the high quality our presentations. 
result, these programs have been pre- 
sented whole, part, away from the 
school. During the past year, the Boys’ Glee 
Club, guests the Lions Clubs Roswell 
and Artesia, journeyed these two cities 
and presented programs. These two communi- 
ties are some distance from the school and 
the trip gave the boys opportunity 
gain self-confidence travel. 

Athletics have offered excellent oppor- 
tunity for breaking down isolation. hold 
meets with other schools difficult, even 
our public school. pupils must often travel 
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activities. However, during the past year our 
wrestling team held meets with the New 
Mexico Military Institute Roswell, and the 
Arizona School for the Blind Tucson. 
addition winning both matches, the boys 
won many friends and much confidence 
themselves. the Arizona School, were 
lavishly ‘entertained, largely the pupils 
that school, under the able direction the 
school staff. the return trip from Arizona, 
the boys ate dinner the dining car, new 
experience for most them. This was just 
another part the larger community which 
most take for granted; but, our boys, 
the new situation was something worked 
out before they could feel free it. 

our student activities, have endeav- 
ored have our young people take large 
part possible planning, preparing, and 
conducting parties. permit our boys and 
girls mingle together parties and dances, 
and work together planning and prepar- 
ing for them, thus developing mutual respect 
for each other and for each other’s abilities 
and good qualities. Our athletic association, 
organized three years ago, has taken over 
much the work and worry heretofore as- 
sumed the staff members. The association 
also sponsored bowling tournament which 
was the source much enthusiasm the 
part the teams and individuals, who spent 
many hours practice. Likewise, our track 
meets and wrestling meets have been spon- 
sored the association, which handled many 
the details. 

far, have talked largely activities 
the school and the school. our pupils are 
into outside communities individuals 
and mix other communities, they should 
have opportunities this while school. 
have not attempted isolate ourselves 
always present programs full. Our chorus, 
glee club, and individuals are encouraged 
appear programs with other groups. Dur- 
ing the last two years school, two our 
girls sang regularly local church choir; 
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this year one our boys sang male quar- 
tette; and while home during the summer, 
another our boys joined local musical 
organization, and his work was much 
appreciated that was invited come home 
and help them during the Christmas season, 
their expense. This fine tribute 
individual’s initiative the community. 

Our children have participated com- 
munity activities other ways. invite the 
children the community our parties 
and turn have been invited out. have 
had make adjustments. One these 
would like pass on. Bingo being popular 
game most parties, found necessary 
devise boards which could used the 
and the sightless. took ordinary 
Bingo cards and brailled them. 
thin boards and drilled holes 
under the numbers. made metal pegs 
from some piano balance rail pins. The pins 
were inserted the holes the numbers 
were called. With little practice school, 
our children were able keep with others, 
and more isolation was broken down. This 
was also lesson the pupils resourceful- 
ness. 

Our Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops are 
directed men from off the campus. The 
boys welcome these acquaintances. firmly 
the opinion that should have men not 
the staff direct these activities, giving 
them opportunities meet with boys. 
bit good advice from the outside can 
much our work socialization. 

Our religious activities are worked out 
the community. Our children attend Sunday 
school, church, mass local churches. 
Once week our local priest comes out 
talk the children; but those receiving in- 
struction for Communion and Confirmation 
meet with the other children the church. 

Before passing another phase, would 
like mention two more instances com- 
munity co-operation. have presented 
programs assemblies the Alamogordo 


High School, and they turn have presented’ 
programs for us. This year when planned’ 
our rally for our wrestling teams just before 
leaving for Arizona, felt the need 
good band. request the director the 
Alamogordo High School Band brought 
out full force, uniforms and all. 

But school socialization program for 
pupils only? People who must live together 


and who will not interest themselves 


side activities can certainly get hate each 
other. Much the boredom that often 
comes result constant association can 
relieved outside contacts. have been 
quite rightly taken task for the manner 
which permit blind children absorb 
undesirable traits. staff must get 
out and associate with other people are 
remain aware these undesirable traits. 
Our staff members have identified themselves 
with local organizations—church, service 
clubs, and fraternal organizations—not merely 
members, but leaders and active partici- 
pants. 

This brings another problem. The 
obtaining competent teachers has been 
much concern our administrators. The 
bringing teachers accustomed the 
methods used with seeing children means 
period adjustment the part teacher 
well learner, but need them, and 
they should the highest quality. They 
should have had the type training that will 
make them asset the school. The poor 
social and emotional adjustment many 
teachers with impaired vision reflection 
our schools. Not much can done about the 
past, but can watchful the future. 

Before concluding, there are few items 
that think should mentioned. must 
endeavor inspire the individual with de- 
sire acquire personal habits the highest 
quality relating appearance, health, man- 
ners, attitudes mind, etc. good health 
program and program corrective physical 
éducation essential foundation. The 
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ability think clearly and accept and act 
upon constructive ideas greatly heightened 
when the body good condition. 

must realize that the blind individual 
make his own adjustments, for the world 
cannot adjust him. This adjustment the 


concern the whole school, and should apply 
not only the school, but, far possible, 
the world which must live when his 
school days are over. making blind persons 
socially desirable, perform one our 
greatest services. This cannot our- 
selves lose step with the world. 


SIGHT* 


was man who searched the day’s 
pockets 

For every shred beauty could find. 

Some men, said, must have two empty 
sockets 

place eyes! Drab poverty mind 

Comes from the lack gleaning, hour 
hour, 


*Reprinted the kind permission The New York 
Times. 


Bird-notes cloud-tints, and the smell 
earth. 

Some men, said, stay blind and dead from 
birth, 

Reaping opal-colored cloud flower; 

The voices children; wind trees night; 

Some men may see, and still not have their 
sight! 


Pauline Havard 
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the home management 
house the Michigan School for the Blind, 
girl students high school age are provided 
with the opportunity learn experience 
all the ins and outs running normal home. 
Here they put into practice what has been 
learned the school laboratory and add 
that knowledge they swing into the routine 
actual housekeeping. 

Classes Maple Lodge are small, and 
effort made keep them “‘family 
all times. The classes are divided into groups, 
each which spends six weeks the practice 
house, planning their own work, making out 
their own work schedules, and assuming the 
duties cook, assistant cook, housekeeper, 
laundress, assistant 
laundress, etc., etc. Each girl knows what her 
duties are any one the above jobs, and 
each has opportunity fill each these 
jobs some time during the six-week stay 
the Lodge. 

The practice house equipped and fur- 
nished the same way the average home, 
and the girls their own laundry with the 
aid electric washing machine, and have 
electric range for cooking. One the 
average student’s greatest ambitions 
able plan, prepare, and serve meal without 
any outside help. When girl serving her 
turn cook, she acts also hostess, and may 
invite her friends, classmates, anyone else 
she chooses, enjoy the hospitality the 
house. 

Usually toward the end the school year 
the senior girls give class party which the 
boys are invited, and the group enjoys 
evening the kind enjoyed young people 
their age anywhere. 

few. years ago the class 
bers the State Board Education lunch, 
and this occasion, one the totally blind 
girls and partially sighted girl waited 
table. 


practical test cooking something 


which the girls look forward eagerly. Each 


girl required make something without 
help. When the different dishes are prepared, 
the food put together and the group has 
what known Bohemian dinner, with the 


girls themselves deciding who will clear the 


table, who will wash the dishes, and who will 
see that the house put order after the 
over. 

those who 
marry later on—often express their gratitude 
for the School’s strong home economics pro- 
gram. one graduate expressed it: not 
only learn things Maple Lodge; 
learn how live.” 


73-YEAR-OLD VOLUNTEER. SETS 
TRANSCRIBING RECORD 


transcribing into braille 35,302 pages 
textbook material for blind students, well 
fiction, poetry, plays, and other literature 
for the Library the New York Guild for 
the Jewish Blind, Mrs. Ida Klingenstein, 73- 
year-old volunteer transcriber, 1100 Park 
Avenue, New York City, has set the mark for 
having singly produced the greatest number 
brailled volumes years transcribing. 
Undertaking the preliminary study braille 
the American Red Cross 1933, when she 
was years age, Mrs. Klingenstein con- 
tinued the study advanced braille under the 
instruction Bernard Krebs, blind tutor and 
librarian the Guild where, the past year 
conducted braille classes for total at- 
tendance 1,296. 

The 337 volumes which Mrs. Klingenstein 
has added the more than 3,000 now the 
Guild’s library, represent some the world’s 
most famous essayists, playwrights, historians, 
poets, psychologists, sociologists, and other 
writers whose editions are constant demand 
the 235 blind subscribers throughout the 
United States and Canada. 


’ 
J 


” 


*699F “ON “TU SiAdos dew ssey 


UNITED STATES 


LOOSE LEAF OUTLINE MAP 


> 
z 
< 
= 
= 
z 
z 
< 
« 
4 
a 
iS 


“OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


284 


RAND MCNALLY 


ty 
WS 5 as 
want inusa 


beer 


Base map copyright Rand MeNally & Company, Chicago, R. L. No. 4660. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS AID THE 
NEEDY BLIND 


EVELYN McKAY 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE the needy blind 
under the Social Security Act has now been 
effect for ten years, and all but three the 
states are now providing aid the blind 
under the Federal-State Program. The re- 
maining three—Missouri, Nevada, and Penn- 
sylvania—also give financial aid 
needy blind people, although because 
special characteristics their respective laws, 
they not benefit from Federal funds. 

June, 1946, 57,615 individuals were re- 
ceiving financial aid under Title the 
Social Security Act, and 16,364 others re- 
ceived assistance “blind pensions” the 
three states which not participate the 
Federal program. all, 73,979 needy blind 
persons received $2,518,627 June, 1946. 
The amount the monthly grant varied from 
$13.34 Kentucky $59.61 the State 
Washington, the average grant being $34.05. 

closer study the figures for the various 
States presented the accompanying tabula- 
tions reveals some interesting features. 

Table the average payments for aid 
the blind are compared with the average 
grants recipients old-age assistance, 
which also Federal-State program. Work- 
ers for the blind recognize that, general, 
the cost living higher for blind person 
than for seeing person similar circum- 
stances, because the special expenses re- 
sulting from Yet six states— 
Colorado, Connecticut, New Mexico, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, and South Dakota—the aver- 


age grant the aged was higher than the 


average grant the blind. 
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seems quite apparent that these states 
the blind are not able maintain high 
standard their aged fellow citizens. 

Table shows the average monthly pay- 
ments the blind the various states, ar- 
ranged order the amount the grant. 
Here find that the western states are con- 
siderably more liberal than those the east, 
while the southern states stand the bottom 
the list. 

Not only are there wide variations between 
the states, but frequently these variations 
are not accordance with the traditional 
thinking among workers with the blind. 

Missouri, for instance, the blind people 
have fought valiantly retain their “flat 
and have opposed every change 
the law which would involve 
and the principle varying grants according 
the needs the individual, feeling that 
doing they were insuring for themselves 
more liberal treatment than they would re- 
ceive under system grants based indi- 
vidual need determined investigation. 
Yet states give larger average monthly 
payments the blind than Missouri. 
Pennsylvania, where modified form the 
“flat pension” obtains, with maximum 
$40 per month, the average grant was $39.89, 
and eleven States paid higher average grants 
than this. 

There has been some ground for assumption 
when aid the blind administered 
agency for the blind, instead the 
public assistance agency, the needs the 
blind people would met more liberal 
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TABLE AID NEEDY BLIND AND OLD-AGE JUNE—1946 


STATE 
No. 
RECIPIENTS 

1,194 
District Columbia........... 197 
1,330 
947 
New Hampshire........ 284 
Rhode 111 
634 
111 

FOR CONTINENTAL 


AID THE BLIND 


AMOUNT 
PAYMENTS 
15,504 
24,739 
,666 
16,355 
5,612 
1,462 
7,239 
,848 
56,701 
34,258 
24,559 
14,362 
,413 
54,564 
4,235 
,908 
5,190 
31,586 
130 ,400 
5,759 
16,380 
4,619 
$1,893 ,116 
,500 
1,142 
534,119 


Figures derived from the Social Security Bulletin, August, 1946. 


AVERAGE 
PAYMENT 
$18.24 

46.59 


ASSISTANCE 


AVERAGE 
PAYMENT 


Washi 
Califo 
Orego 
Arizo 
New 
Wyor 
Utah 
Conn 
Minn 
Penn 
lowa 
Okla 
Colo 
Mon 
Nort 
New 
Rho 
Nev 
Ver 
Flo 


$18.18 
38.78 
17.02 
57.95 
36.59 41.48 
40.67 40.93 
30.46 19.27 
36.75 33.69 
31.78 30.55 
15.76 13.00 
34.94 32.84 
35.15 33.98 
26.51 
38.95 33.96 
33.64 30.76 
13.34 11.79 
24.59 21.35 
31.57 30.83 
31.93 28.28 
47.39 46.83 
36.21 33.55 
40.11 33.82 
23.00 16.62 
35.70 32.63 
32.72 32.25 
32.37 31.29 
35.30 33.30 
28.29 31.11 
42.59 37.60 
21.09 13.94 
35.59 35.03 
28.49 31.94 
36.69 35.50 
.66 
34.98 35.49 
21.18 16.09 
24.25 27.23 
20.14 16.30 
26.69 23.95 
40.84 39.12 
32.36 24.04 
19.31 15.30 
59.61 53.53 
31.54 31.16 
41.61 38.92 
$32.89 
30.00 28.44 
47.58 38.84 
39.89 30.91 
$34.05 $31.48 


STATE 


North 
Rhode 
New Hampshire......... 
Maryland 
Florida 


Delaware 
Missouri 


South Carolina 
North 


West Virginia 
Alabama 
Kentucky 


COMPARED WITH PER CAPITA INCOME 


BLIND 


AVERAGE 
PAYMENT 
1946 
59.61 
57.95 
47.58 
47.39 


OF 


Figures derived from the Social Security Bulletin, August, 1946. 
Figures from the World Almanac, 1946. 
Figures are for 1944. 


TABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT RECIPIENTS AID THE 


Per Capita INCOME 


ANNUAL 
INCOME 
1,480 
1,295 
1,256 
1,299 

859 
1,519 
992 
998 
955 
1,171 
996 
846 
960 
1,307 
1,105 
949 
1,402 
1,309 
1,279 
987 
1,052 
995 
882 
981 
1,231 
929 
1,059 
1,084 


RANK RANK 
STATE STATE 
46.59 
42.59 
41.61 
40.84 
40.11 
39.89 
36.75 
36.59 
36.21 
35.70 
35.59 
35.30 
35.15 
34.98 
34.94 
33.64 
32.72 
32.37 
32.36 
31.93 
31.78 
New Mexico............ 28.29 741 
26.69 884 
24.59 768 
24.25 850 
23.00 528 
21.18 634 
21.09 689 
19.45 790 
19.31 880 
18.98 601 
18.24 655 
15.76 741 
13.34 682 
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scale. This true Massachusetts, where the 
Division the Blind administers 
gram. Massachusetts fifth the 
average payment $47.39 per month. But 
Delaware and Virginia, where the assistance 
administered the State Commission for the 
Blind, rank 32nd and respectively; and 
New Jersey and North Carolina, where the 
Commission for the Blind supervises the ad- 
ministration the program, rank and 
average grant. 

Table also presents the per capita income 
the states and indicates their rank this 
(For instance, New York which has 
the highest per capita income, ranks and 
Mississippi, with the lowest, ranks 49.) 
might supposed that the wealth state, 
indicated the per capita annual income, 
would determining influence the liber- 
ality assistance standards. some extent 
this true. Yet study Table reveals 
that Ohio, which ranks 11th income, 
35th the amount the average payment; 
Delaware, which 5th income, 32nd 
amount payment; while Arizona, which 
36th income, ranks 6th liberality grant; 
and Minnesota, which income, ranks 
amount the average grant. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


There appears tangible considera- 
tion which can attributed these varia- 
tions the willingness states provide 
for their blind citizens. true that some 
the higher-ranking states (e.g., Washington 
and Massachusetts) the law requires that the 
total the grant plus the recipient’s other 
resources shall equal not less than stated 
amount; but this itself reflection the 
public’s willingness guarantee least 
given minimum security the blind. 

Perhaps the variations are due intangi- 
bles—the quality leadership the com- 
munity, the extent sympathetic under- 
standing the part the seeing public, the 
degree freedom from political pressures and 
doubt that startling inequities exist and that, 
many states, the blind people are not re- 
ceiving their just due needy members 
the community. 

Fortunately, 1947 year when most 
hoped that the blind people and their friends 
will seize this opportunity remedy some 
the most shocking inadequacies the existing 
situation and insure least decent minimum 
security and comfort those who need 
most. 


BUILDING PROGRAM FOR NEGRO BLIND ALABAMA 


Since both deaf and blind Negro chil- 
dren have been housed and taught single 
school Talladega, Alabama. Now the state 
has provided funds build new plants 
separate campuses, thus insuring improved 
safety and better specialized instruction. One 
new academic building and four fire-proof 


dormitories are included the new plan, the 
total cost $489,000. Upon completion 
the buildings, the schools for blind and deaf 
will adequate and modern. About eighty 
children will cared for the school for 
the blind and one hundred and ten the 
school for the deaf. 
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THE KELLEY COMMITTEE REPORTS 


The report the two-year deliberations 
the Subcommittee Aid the Physically 
Handicapped the House Committee 
Labor (better known “the Kelley Com- 
has just been published the 
Government Printing Office. Although 
commendably brief—only pages length 
—it packed full pungent comment and 
constructive recommendations merit 
the attention every worker for the handi- 
capped. 

The Kelley Committee, composed seven 
members, with Congressman Augustine 
Kelley Pennsylvania Chairman, was ap- 
pointed the summer 1944, pursuant 
resolution the 78th Congress. Its assign- 
ment was study the extent and character 
aid given public and private agencies 
the physically disabled, and report its 


findings Congress with recommendations 
for remedial legislation. 

The Committee (which was continued 
Resolution the 79th Congress) has been 
meeting intervals for more than two years, 
during which period has heard more than 
500 witnesses. The testimony submitted 
these hearings has been published series 
pamphlets, each covering some particular 
phase the problem. This material likely 
become classic the field, containing, 
does, much information never published else- 
where. 

The Committee’s findings and recommenda- 
tions presented the recent report deal with 
all types physically handicapped individ- 
uals and include the following recommenda- 
tions special interest workers with the 
blind: 

That Federal agencies administering 
health,. welfare, education, and social insur- 
ance programs grouped under executive 
department headed member the 
President’s cabinet. 

That the Office Vocational Rehabili- 
tation serve, this new department, the 
basis for expanded service the physically 
handicapped, including service those who 
are not potentially employable. 

That the United States Employment 
Service designated the Federal agency 
responsible for employment service the 
physically handicapped, close co-operation 
with the Office Vocational Rehabilitation, 
and with provision special training for 
personnel for such placement work. 

That Federal grants-in-aid the states 
extended cover the establishment 
sheltered workshops under the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Act, such workshops main- 
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tain standards medical supervision and 
labor practice. 

That Federal grants-in-aid the states 
extended cover the establishment 
rehabilitation centers with comprehensive 
programs services. 

That Federal funds made available 
the states, through the Office Educa- 
tion for the purpose extending suitable 
educational opportunities physically hand- 
icapped children (including the blind and 
the partially seeing), and especially those 
rural communities, and especially those 
who are severely handicapped (e.g., the deaf- 
blind). 

That the Federal government provide 
funds enable the American Printing House 
for the Blind supply sight-saving texts and 
materials the same basis now supplies 
braille texts. 

That the states (with assistance from 
Federal funds) provide careful physical exami- 
nations for all school children, followed 
medical treatment for correction physical 
defects. 

That Federal services broadened 
provide education and training homebound 
persons, enrich their lives even gainful 
employment for out the question. 

10. That the Federal government promote 
research determine the causes and cures 
eye conditions leading blindness, and re- 
search turn ordinary print into sound 
that blind people may have broader fields 
reading matter open them. 

11. That state labor laws amended 
ensure safe and proper working conditions and 
avoid hazard. 

12. That the agencies the Federal Gov- 
ernment devote portion their efforts 
the removal psychological and emotional 
barriers which exist the public mind and 
hinder the friendly acceptance handicapped 
persons the seeing public. 

13. That the Civil Service Commis- 
sion set example industry employing 


physically handicapped persons the govern- 
ment service. 

14. That the services the Library 
Congress extended (1) development 
and distribution new models the Talking 
Book machine; (2) liberalization the eligi- 
bility requirement relation the Talking 
Book; (3) increasing the literature available 
braille, especially with relation college 
textbooks; (4) increasing periodical literature 
for the blind; and (5) research utilize recent 
developments the sciences light and 
sound make reading material available 
the blind more efficient means. 

15. That the Vocational Rehabilitation Act 
amended authorize the Office Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation engage the training 
professional personnel for work with the 
handicapped. 

16. That attempt made present 
make census the handicapped since there 
are not this time enough facilities and pro- 
fessional personnel serve adequately the 
handicapped persons already known. 

17. That financial assistance the blind 
under the Social Security Act liberalized 
and the blind relieved burden per- 
petual supervision the intimate details 
their 

This brief summary the 
recommendations serves show the wide 
range subject matter covered the hear- 
ings and the sympathetic attention which the 
Congressmen gave the problems the 
blind. The full text the report itself merits 
careful reading every worker for the blind. 


BLINDED VETERAN 
NAMED PLACEMENT AGENT 


Major Jack Brady, blinded veteran World 
War II, has been appointed placement agent 
the vocational department the Industrial 
Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, according 
recent announcement made that organi- 
zation. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Chevigny. 273 pp. New Haven, Connecti- 
cut: Yale University Press. $3.00 


Eyes Have Cold Nose, what Hector 
Chevigny says about work for the blind 
often not complimentary, but not 
necessary that complimented; rather 
that understand and our work skil- 
fully. will sin against the light this 
book not read, and carefully read, work- 
ers the field. safe say that will 
forward, stand still, regress the manner 
which receive the offerings intelli- 
gence which the keenest advise since 
Pierre Villey. 

Other books Hector Chevigny, written 
betore lost his sight, are Lost Empire and 
Lord Alaska (Commonwealth Award, 1943). 
has also had wide experience writer 
for radio both before lost his sight years 
ago) and since that time. 

Before the foreword quotation from 
The Way All Flesh, which ends, life 
will successful not, according the 
power accommodation equal un- 
equal the strain fusing and adjusting 
internal and external Eyes Have 
Cold Nose can serve more useful purpose 
than bring this truth home both the 
seeing and the blind who are attempting 
solve problems blindness. 

Sharp exceptions will taken many 
Hector Chevigny’s statements 
sions, and sharp defenses may made 
them. This will real harm the end 
objectives for which many men and women 
have been striving ever since Saint Louis. 
What could harm would whispering and 
shrugging over the fact that the author new 


blindness, accompanied implications 
that does not know enough yet have 
opinions. very fine indeed that such 
clear-cut, thoughtful impressions his have 
been set down while they are still fresh, and 
hoped. that another three years 
will write another book the subjects 
which treats, and another another three 
years. 

When the course their readjustment 
blind people find what done for them inade- 
quate and set their complaints forth, the 
least those who serve them can think 
about their criticisms, whether not they 
are just, and how matters can improved. 

Hector Chevigny finds that work for the 
blind: 


statement the nature the eye condition 


extent that defers the 
detriment the patients. 

Meanwhile well-meaning 
torment the patient with innuendo, 
bad news early and ill-advised attempts 
mental hygiene. 

faced, there not adequate skilled aid 
immediately hand for either physical 
emotional orientation. 

Doctors general are governed rather 
individual rules thumb handling the, 
patient than rules psychology geared 
handle each patient differently. 

Surgical efforts continue beyond reason- 
able chances success. 

Upon the abandonment attempts 
restore sight, there co-ordinated plan 
aid adjustment, both physical and mental, 
beginning from the hospital bed. 
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intolerable world endless kindness 
envelopes the blind, and this almost sure 
make moral cripples all but those the 
toughest moral fiber. 

Advanced methods aiding the blind 
are unco-ordinated basic ones, there re- 
maining even now tendency force blind 
people into industrial mould. 

The seeing public have attitude 
what amounts superstition their manner 
toward the blind. 

There are other criticisms, which may 
sought the text, but these are the most 
essential ones. one knows these facts better 
than workers for the blind, but they have 
never been well stated before. Hector 
Chevigny’s book should prove fine instru- 
ment correcting them. 

Chapter ““The Roads Take,” treats 
events immediately succeeding Chevigny’s 
coming the realization that his eye condi- 
tion was critical;and good medicine and bad. 

Chapter II, “Truth and Consequences,” 
carries this further and begins treat ad- 
justment. says: “Adjustment any condi- 
tion such blindness process the mechan- 
ics which are very little understood. Ig- 
norance the subject general, even the 
part those whose professional advice may 
determine the whole course man’s adjust- 
ment. The customary view that ‘adjust- 
ment’ largely matter morale, the 
acceptance rejection within man the 
condition which fate has imposed him. 
Before lost own shared this 
thoughtless view. Now know there are two 
aspects the problem: there the mental 
one, the one morale, involving the emo- 
tional attitude toward the condition; and 
there second, the physical part it, 
involving reorientation things and people. 
The two, however, together; success 
one necessarily influences success the other. 

“Both aspects make conscious, not 
unconscious, process. The man must know 
what he’s doing, must aware the factors 


with which contends. Therein lies the con- 
fusion attending our ordinary use the word 
‘adjustment’ when applied the business 
coping with extraordinary situation 
superimposed living. Adjustment living 
begins birth and is, the early years 
least, unconscious process. Adjustment 
condition such blindness, however, begins 
only when the individual becomes aware that 
the condition will permanent.” 

Chapter also has interesting section 
the blindfolding the seeing relation 
their comprehension blindness. The author 
later chapter commends this training 
measure the training necessary seeing 
personnel blind programs. 

The highest praise given Dr. Conrad 
Berens, both for his medical skill his 
handling early rehabilitation measures. 

Chapter III, Six,” treats Che- 
vigny’s first encounter with the world the 


blind and the lack co-ordinated program 


include fine points physical training 
the newly blinded. also goes into more 
detail the subject physical adjustment 
blindness, seeing people’s habit moving 
such objects ash trays; obstacle sensation; 
hearing; and ends with parable 
(pp. 64-6) which comes near bitterness. 

Chapter IV, “Love Brings Little Gift 
Neuroses,” describes the seeing their atti- 
tude toward the blind; tells how must 
explained first that the blind are normal and 
then that they are not normal; tells further 
primitive prejudice and the corrosive effect 
kindness. The author says: 
blind the world presents face turns 
other group earth. Everyone else must 
struggle for his existence, must fight for his 
survival. The blind, however, need not want. 
Society, profoundly convinced the utter 
helplessness man who has lost his sight, 
stands ever ready help him, whether his 
need small thing crossing the street 
the larger one food and shelter for the 
rest his days. 
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this the world’s credit; would 
seem, say the least, poor taste find 
fault with it. But human kindness there 
paradox; that which seeks help can 
also destroy. 

“It doesn’t mean destroy anyone, 
course, any more than doting mother in- 
tends make the child she spoiling unfit 
for normal living. But the world can and does 
effect destruction character, the blind are 
peculiarly susceptible it, and avoidance 
possible only coming understand the 
danger. 

one thing about being blind,’ 
fellow patient the Eye and Ear said 
one day, ‘you certainly see the best side 
people.’ That’s true, you do—when you en- 
counter people individually. But add all 


people into that thing called society—or the 


world, you prefer that word—and you also 
add all their attempts help you into 
force with which you may have battle 
you wish retain your integrity useful 
human 

Chapter Most Ingenious Paradox,” 
goes into the author’s impressions work for 
the blind, segregation, organizational difficul- 
ties, and particularly concerns itself with the 
conscious and subconscious attitude the 
seeing concerned. The author says: “The 
agencies and their trends are direct expressions 
the conscious and unconscious drives within 
society regards the blind. The conscious 
wish for the blind reassume the common 
level existence, the unconscious remove 
them places complete safety. This 
the origin the paradox.” 

says further: workers for the blind 
naturally feel they understand ‘the blind.’ 
Few them, however, can so, because 
their experiences are usually confined the 
ones whom they have immediate charge. 
Thus shop foreman vocational work- 
for the making would have— 
and does have—an entirely different idea 
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what the blind are like from instructor 
dictaphone operating who would teaching 
classes girls eager engage competitive 
living. Honestly each has arrived his 
opinion, often after years contact with his 
charges, that opinion must conditioned 
the scope his observation. Heads job- 
placement bureaus, trainers prospective 
guide-dog users, institutional superintendents 
all must have different points view when 
they rely only the observations within 
their own experiences. And blind persons are 
likely the most opinionated the lot. 
think very much doubted whether 
the body referential knowledge badly 
needed can start with record pooled 
experiences. 

matters stand, there not even agree- 
ment among authorities the use words 
the common understanding which would 
vital the formation any such body 
knowledge. Even key words like ‘rehabilita- 
tion’ and ‘dependence’ have different mean- 
ings when used different workers. some, 
rehabilitation implies only job placement and 
nothing more. One the foremost workers 
for the blind America has said, ‘An adequate 
pension will save the blind from dependence.’ 
This statement needs definition the word 
‘dependence’ make the meaning clear. 

next step, seems me, should 
expert analysis, semantic terms, the 
world’s fixed notions about the blind. Litera- 
ture this point all but nonexistent, except 
implication the writings the blind 
themselves describing their struggles. The 
world’s fixed notions constitute the environ- 
ment toward which every blind person has 
make his major mental adjustment. have 
tons literature the general study 
environment for the sighted—achieving 
study the same field for the blind would 
much simpler task because the body 
notions more fixed and measurable. 
goes without saying that acquaintance with 
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study this subject would make many 
worker behalf the blind question the 
whole structure his own attitude. 

“Then surely there must overhauling 
our whole concept rehabilitation. 
have junk the ‘it’s all you and your 
courage’ philosophy. must place much 
sharper perspective than now the physi- 
cal aspect readjustment. attacking the 
physical aspect the problem attack the 
emotional well, for the two are integrated; 

_and also attack, its logical beginning, 
the problem returning man 

Chapter VI, “Hearts and Flowers,” treats 
sentimentality over blindness. 

Chapter VII, Bildad the Shuhite,” 
great chapter. treats Chevigny’s under- 
standing The Book Job and his own per- 
secution pious men. 

Chapter VIII, You goes into 
some the author’s observations blindness 
relation his profession. 

Chapter IX, “Information Please,” treats 
observation the blind the character 
the seeing; particularly that rare and pecu- 
liar tact often found where least expected, 
which Villey also wrote. 

Chapter Man’s Life”; Chapter 
XI, “Out the Doghouse”; and Chapter 
XII, Ama Minor,” give the author’s 
well-deserved praise the operation the 
“Seeing Eye.” 

The reader left with many questions 
unanswered, but hoped that the 
author’s help will sought finding them. 
without doubt able man. One the 
dilemmas which now face the work for the 
blind clearly set forth his book, though 
perhaps not precisely dilemma. this: 
There seems need for special basic 
training centers the newly blinded. But all 
organized rehabilitation measures have ten- 
dency, sooner later, toward institutionaliz- 
ing the blind, which Chevigny clearly points 
out. 

the 13th Century, King (Saint) Louis set 
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kind hostlery for blind people which, 
though had its drawbacks our standards, 
was good its kind its day, which day was 
while St. Louis was able its inspector. 
The blind people held meetings over which 
one them presided and, large extent, 
governed their own affairs. Upon the death 
St. Louis, this process was very rapidly altered 
because did not suit the convenience the 
seeing concerned, and for centuries the organ- 
ization endured—a body malignant 
was enduring. 

There one thing little early for 
Chevigny know. This that work for 
the blind not the first hundred years that 
are the hardest, but the second. 

BLEDSOE 


EMPLOYMENT SITUATION HOPEFUL 
FOR BLIND 


Seven out ten blind war workers New 
York State have been retained postwar 
jobs, according recent report the Com- 
mission for the Blind the New York State 
Department Social Welfare. 

The report states that the majority em- 
ployers value the stability, skills, and accom- 
plishments blind workers being par 
with, above that of, sighted workers, and 
have retained 1,400 the 2,000 blind who 
worked war plants during World War 

connection with National “Employ the 
Physically Handicapped” Week, the Commis- 
sion stated that the employment field for the 


would ‘unlimited all employers 


would give the blind opportunity dem- 
onstrate their capabilities, skills, and produc- 
tion possibilities. 

“Achievements the blind war industry 
surprised many employers,” the Commission 
said. “It proved that the blind worker not only 
produced without accidents and without un- 


sighted workers.” 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


The New Encyclopedia Psychology, pub- 
lished Philosophical Library, New York, 
contains the paper Aspects 
Blindness,” Dr. Berthold Lowenfeld. The 
writer remarks that any discussion the 
psychological effects blindness must take 
into consideration (a) degree sight, and 
(b) age onset blindness. feels that 
blindness restricts the individual three 
basic ways: restriction the range and variety 
concepts; restriction the ability get 
about; and restriction the control the 
environment. goes say that the study 
personality characteristics the blind 
only its beginning. the available litera- 
ture stressed that the handicap does not 
affect all personalities the same way; that 
the reactions the social environment the 
handicapped person are basic importance 
and that not much the handicap the 
social treatment which causes emotional con- 
flicts and feelings inferiority and insecurity 
the blind individual. Reprints this paper 
are available. 


“Psychological Reactions War-Blinded,” 
Medical Journal for July 27, 1946. The paper 
gives brief review forty cases war- 
blinded men between the ages twenty-two 
and thirty-eight, representing wide range 
occupations. 


Radiocraft for February, 1946, has ar- 
which deals with the training radio repair 
work which many veterans are receiving 
Radio Engineering Institute Omaha, 


Nebraska. 


Claremont College Reading Conference, 
Eleventh Yearbook, Division IV, entitled 
“Tactile Touch Reading.” Two papers are 
given: “The Blind Child and His Reading,” 
Frances Blend; and “Comics for 
Fred Lasswell. Miss Blend, her discus- 
sion the reading the blind child, points 
out that whatever the stimulus source for 
reading, the final results are practically the 
same. 


“Blind Students Take Course Poultry 
Husbandry,” found The Extensioner, pub- 
describes course poultry husbandry for 
the blind given the College with the co-op- 
eration the Texas State Commission for the 


Blind. 


Darkroom Training Adjunct 
the Rehabilitation the Blind,” 
Roger Gerry and Faith Koch, appears 
the United States Naval Medical Bulletin. 
tells the story program for the training 
newly blinded patients X-ray darkroom 
techniques which has been operation the 
United States Naval Hospital Philadelphia 
for over months. 


Two books fiction published recently 
have important blind characters. One This 
Deadly Dark, Lee Wilson, published 
Dodd, Mead and Co., New York, and Ward 
Twenty, James Warner Bellah, published 
Doubleday, Garden City, New York. The 
first book horror story, 
while the second one deals with life mili- 
tary hospital. 


295 


ch, 
vas 
nt, 
in- 
‘t 
‘or 
Or : 
. 
Ww 
ar 
n- 
n- 
ar 
10 
S- 
rs 
— | 


THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research Department 


METRIC TAPE MEASURE. limited supply has 
been secured tape measures carrying 
inkprint both English and 
These have been marked with paper staples 
follows: every centimeter marked for the 
first ten centimeters; then staple appears 
every ten centimeters. Additional staples are 
placed 25, 75, and 125 centimeters, and 
crossed staples are provided—one 25, two 
50, three 75, four 100; and one diag- 
onally crossed staple 125 centimeters. Over- 
all length the metric scale 150 centi- 
meters. Postpaid, 50¢. 


HEM GAUGE. order has been placed for 
supply new type hem gauge called the 
Skirt Marker”. This provided with 
wooden rule, mounted three-armed 
stand, and providing measurements ranging 
from inches inches. Sliding the 
scale metal extension which hinged 
crimped metal arm which falls forward 
angle about thirty degrees. would 
difficult describe the 
oughly, but when the skirt pressed between 
the arm and slider the extension, holds 
the skirt such way that pin may slid 
through slot provided the gauge. The pins 
are always properly and accurately aligned 
the gauge, that the length skirt may 
very quickly and evenly marked. 

The wooden rule marked along one edge 
slots each inch. Notches the front 
corner indicate the half inches, and notches 
the back corner indicate the quarters. This 
hem gauge should save great-deal time 
and temper for those husbands whose wives 
are able coerce them measure hems. 


Postpaid, $1.50. 


THE EARL QUAY VOLTMETER. Mr. Quay, 
the Detroit League for the Handicapped, 
has submitted the circuit for voltmeter 
which, points out, neither new nor 
unique, but which reasonably reliable, in- 
expensive, and useful. depends using 
the striking voltage neon glow lamp, 
together with voltage divider 
phones. The striking the neon glow lamp 
produces “thump” the head- 
phones. 

One test prod connected condenser 
well one side single pole, double 
throw switch. The condenser runs 
other side the same switch. The switch 
blade connected one side five megohm 
potentiometer and the blade second 
single pole, double throw switch. One side 
this second switch connected battery, 
and the other side connected the other 
side the battery which turn con- 
nected neon glow lamp series with 
pair headphones, and thence the wiper 
the potentiometer. The top end the 
potentiometer joined second test prod. 

The purpose the battery, which can 
thrown into out the circuit, supple- 
ment voltages which are too low cause 
striking the neon lamp. With suitably 
calibrated dial and pointer knob, voltages 
can read quickly with this 


ARCHITECTOR. The fact that many children 
have found building blocks exasperating makes 
not-too-well-known set bricks, called 
Architector Building Set, rather interesting. 
Designed professional architect, these 


blocks are set with quick-drying, water. 


soluble which comes collapsible 
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tubes. The mortar holds the bricks place, 
and helps prevent their being knocked over 
accidentally. addition the miniature 
clay bricks, wood molding, roofing, plastic 
window panes, and flooring are supplied. 
Doors may installed with linen hinges. All 
parts are assembled with the cement. 

After model has been built, may 
dismantled dipping water, which softens 
the cement. The bricks may then washed 
off and re-used. 

Sets are available five sizes, ranging 
list price from $2.50 $25. suggested 
that those who are interested examine the 
various models local toy stores. Discounts 


then secured through this Depart- 


TALKING BOOK TABLES. Mr. Winthrop 
Howe, Jr., 183 East Main Street, Rochester, 
New York, has designed and built for himself 
table for use with his Talking Book 
reproducer. The top the correct size 
hold the machine comfortably, and below 
sloping shelf provided hold the records. 
This shelf wide enough hold the played 
and unplayed records side side the top 
and bottom the mailing container. Thus the 
records are easily kept order and out 
harm’s way. final feature, the table 
provided with casters that can rolled 
about with the machine remaining place. 

Mr. Howe has had detailed blueprints 
prepared, and will happy supply copies 
all who are interested. Requests should 
addressed directly Mr. Howe, the afore- 
mentioned address and should accompanied 
twenty-five cents cover the cost 
printing and mailing. 


STEEL WOOL. From several sources the sugges- 
tion has recently come that steel wool may 
kept from rusting stored soapy 
water. Another solution the problem 


steel wool made from stainless steel. This new 
product remarkably easy keep clean, 
since does not oxidize even the copper 
wool does. Moreover, maintains its cutting 
qualities over long periods time. 

lazy way keep pots clean has also 
recently been offered the department stores 
the form rolls aluminum foil. length 
the foil used line the skillet broiling 
pan, and discarded after use. many cook- 
ing utensils are normally made aluminum, 
new element introduced which might 
affect the flavor the food being cooked. 
This should available practically all 
places. The price per roll usually around 
$1.00. 


PIANO REPAIRS. Mr. Thomas Johnson New 
Jersey makes this suggestion for repairing 
broken hammer shanks where the break 
long and diagonal. applies Rogers Glue 
the shank, then slides over length 
player piano tubing. then slides the ham- 
mer place and aligns with the other ham- 
mers. This eliminates the tedious job 
wrapping the shank with cord; and the piano 
may played again almost immediately. 

Another tip which Mr. Johnson passed 
was have cards printed light gummed 
paper. The cards may then stuck 
inconspicuous area the piano, that the 
customer can always find the address his 
tuner. 


COMPLAINT THE ROCKET PEN. has oc- 
casionally ‘been found users that this pen 
does not always write immediately all sur- 
faces. recommended that one occasional- 
blow into the vent hole the top the 
pen, and also advisable have sheet 
scratch paper handy make some flour- 
ishes from time time, especially when the 
pen has not been used recently. 
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PRICE CHANGES. following price changes 
are now effect: 


Safety Knives 
Reynolds Rocket Pens 
Insulin Syringes 
Postal Scales 
Headphones, adapted 
Heavy Tape Measure 


$1.25 postpaid 
2.60 postpaid 
6.00 postpaid 
.75 postpaid 
1.00 postpaid 
.50 postpaid 


Future orders for headphones should 
addressed Miss Alice Smith, Talking Book 
Department, American Foundation for the 
Blind, West Street, New York 11. 


EDUCATIONAL MODELS 


(The following reprinted from The Teacher 
the Blind, organ the College Teachers 
the Blind Great Britain, because the 
widespread interest educational models and 
the increasing use them schools for the 
blind. Teachers will welcome ideas what 
kinds models might most useful. The 
next and most difficult problem how finance 
the manufacture them, but hope that this 
problem may overcome time.) 


The following list suggested educational 
models has been drawn the Subcom- 
mittee Braille Book Production, who are 
indebted Dr. Langdon for his interest 
the scheme. Any further comment mem- 
bers interested would warmly welcomed. 


lines might useful. 


(a) Architecture. 
Castle, show essential features and sub- 
evolution domestic architec- 
ture from the hall, bower and kitchens. 
Ecclesiastical—Monastery, great 
chapel, now cathedral. Parish church 
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and its growth adding aisles, chapels, 

These models should consist separate 
components easily class, 

Farmhouse and country buildings gener- 
ally. 

(b) Industry 

Agriculture—Tools, e.g., plough, binder; 
also carts, wagons, etc. Buildings, 
barn, stable. 

Other industries. 

Machines—Water wheels, windmill, cylin- 
der with piston, connecting rod and 
crank-shaft, simple pump. 

(c) Evolution Transport. 

(1) Land—Sledge, cart, coach, motor 
cars, rail. 

Sea—Hollow log, canoe, galley, early 
boat with lateen sail, leading typical 
ships each century, dry docks, 
piers, canals, barges, locks, swing 
bridges. 

(3) Air—Evolution air transport. Ty- 
pical models based collections 
Imperial Science Museum. 

(d) Zoology. 

Birds—small birds life-size. 

Animals—small animals life-size. 

Larger birds and animals relation 
size. 

(e) Botanical Models. 

Parts Flowers. 

(f) Human Anatomy. 

Models—perhaps greatly simplified and 
the more important organs, e.g., the 
heart would useful. These, and all 
other models, far possible, should 
mit examination interiors. 

(g) Suggestions for Models. 

Escalators. 

Traffic signals and Belisha beacons (sub- 
stitute sound for color). 

One’s own school. 

Housing estates. 


has 

Penn 

Craw 

Leon 

Mex: 

Loga 

Ray: 

ship 

Ore 

yeat 

ther 

atte 

tior 

the 

Jun 

dir 
lim 
the 


ub- 


FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blina 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
has awarded scholarships for the year 1946-47 
the following students: Anne Armstrong, 
Virginia; Esther Bacon, Colorado; Samuel 
Beamesderfer, Pennsylvania; George Bitner, 
Pennsylvania; Ruth Bolz, New York; Donald 
Crawford, Utah; Edwin Edmonds, Texas; 
Leonard Ferreri, New York; Lilia Gonzalez, 
Mexico; Fuller Hale, Missouri; Jodie Jackson, 
Florida; Gunther Land, New York; Robert 
Logan, Pennsylvania; Alice Terrien, Massa- 
chusetts; Mary Palmer Till, South Dakota; 
Raymond Wuenschel, New York. 

The Charles Hayes Memorial Scholar- 
ship was won Doris Carr Portland, 
Oregon. 

The Foundation scholarships are given each 
year blind students who wish prepare 
themselves for their chosen vocations 
attendance professional schools institu- 
tions higher learning. 

The eighth consecutive summer school for 
Negro teachers the blind and the deaf, 
sponsored the American Foundation for 
the Blind was held Hampton Institute from 
June July 30. Dr. Potts, assistant 
director the Foundation, made the pre- 
liminary arrangements and was there during 
the first week before starting his courses the 
University Wisconsin. The other instruc- 
tors were: Dr. Powrie Vaux Doctor, professor 
English and History Gallaudet College, 
Mrs. Alice Chatfield, head the primary 


department the Ohio State School for the 
Blind, and Miss Vivian Greene, itinerant 
teacher speech reading the Washington, 
public schools. 

These courses have exercised significant 
influence upon the education blind and 
deaf Negro children throughout the South, 
inasmuch there were practically oppor- 
tunities for Negro teachers obtain special 
training prior 1939, and now the entire 
staffs some schools are specially trained and 
several their teachers have Master’s degree 
special education. 


CHANGES DIRECTORY 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE BLIND 


Page 43. Lighthouse for the Blind New 
Orleans; Ramsey, manager, succeeding 
Fortier. 


Page 68. Buffalo Association for the Blind; 
new address, 864 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, 
New York. 


Page 66. Division Services for the Blind, 
State Department Public Welfare; Harold 
Hebbeln, supervisor, succeeding Violet 
Bushan. 


Page Andrew Rowan Reading 
Room for the Blind, Free Public Library; 
Mrs. Clara Christensen, supervisor, succeed- 
ing Mrs. Doris Whittier. 
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Louisiana: State School for the Blind—Two 
new teachers have been appointed the 
faculty the State School for the Blind: 
Mrs. Lloyd Funchess, who will fill the 
vacancy caused the resignation Gayre 
Bazar, teacher advanced piano, chorus, 
and voice; and Mrs. Inez Clark, who will 
have charge the new department Sight- 
Saving. The Sight-Saving class now has 
enrollment fifteen, with the prospect 
others qualifying later time. innova- 
tion the music department the Rhythm 
Band, under the direction Landry and 
Miss Lillie Holland. According Gill, 
principal the School, this class proving 
excellent training ground for the develop- 
ment young talent for the school band, and 
also great source pleasure for the pupils. 


The New York Assoctation for the Blind—A 
concert, financed the William Cohen 
Fund for blind musicians, was given blind 
artists The Lighthouse, New York City, 
the evening October 23. The program 
included solos Ryszard bari- 
tone, who, before lost his sight, fought with 
the Polish underground during World War 
II; instrumental solos Forrest Goodenough, 
young blind composer, who played two his 
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AMERICAN FouNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INc. 
nonprofit corporation) 


West Street, New York 11, 


corporation incorporated under the laws the State Delaware 


for the general purposes and uses said corporation. 


well his own arrangement medley 
from Gershwin’s and and 
was recently awarded third prize the 
ian Anderson contest. Three the eight 
blind teachers The Lighthouse 
School, Florence Halpin, Eunice 
and John Francesco, also appeared thé 
program, did other blind 
Carmen Abel, soprano, and Guion 
tenor, have received scholarships from 
Lighthouse for tuition the Juilliard 
Music. 


own compositions, and 


New York Institute for the Education 
Blind—New teachers the New York 
tute this year are: Mrs. Constance 
opportunity classes; Miss Helen 
opportunity classes; Mrs. Jessie 
Nursery School; Mrs. Maud Heller, Grade 
Miss Janet Keith, Nursery School; Thorvald 
Langaard, woodworking; Miss Doris 
Nursery School; Miss Jeanette 
Grade James Shaw, agriculture; 
Minnie Sprung, Grade Paul Mitchell 
returned from four years service World 
War resume his duties assistant 


cipal. 
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Entered second-class matter. the office 
Richmond, Virginia, under the act Congress 
March 1879. Office publication, North 
Sixth Street, Richmond, Virginia; editorial office, 
West Street, New York 11, 

The Outlook for the Blind, founded 1907 
magazine for workers for the blind. intends 
non-partisan, hopes present all sides moot 
questions, and does not hold itself responsible for 
opinions expressed signed articles. February, 
1942, the Outlook for the Blind absorbed The 
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which had been published the American 
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Trust Co., New York, 

Hopper, Former Director; New 
York Public Library, New York, 

Howe, Member, New York 
State Commission for the Blind, Rochester, 

Miss Mary Hun, Albany, 


Treasurer 


BUREAU NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


BOARD TRUSTEES 


Society for the Prevention 
Chicago, 


Executive Director, New 
Jersey Commission for the Blind, 


Micet, Ex-Chairman, New York Stam 
Commission for the Blind, New York, 
for Promoting Interests the 
Blind, Boston, Mass. 


Ryan, Executive Secretary, 
Education the Blind, Hartford, 


Ziegler Foundation for the Blind, New 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR 
THE BLINDP 

The American Foundation for the Blind 
national agency, the purpose which 
promote increasingly and uncompro- 
misingly the interests the blind through- 
out the United States close co-operation 
with all local organizations. 


Legislation 


The Foundation keeps 
formed regarding federal and state legisla- 
tive developments affecting the welfare 
the blind. 

Among the Federal Acts concerning 
which the Foundation gave consultation 
service are: the law providing annual ap- 
propriations for literature for the adult blind 
the act permitting the railroads and buses 
carry blind person and his guide for one 
the law providing that the Federal gov- 
ernment shall purchase certain commodities 
from the workshops for the Title 
the Social Security Act financial 
assistance the needy blind; the law pro- 
viding financial assistance for medical care, 
training, and placement em- 
ployable blind and the amendment 
the tax law permitting blind person 
claim special $500 deduction. 


Employment 


The Foundation has greatly increased em- 
ployment the blind well their earn- 
ings finding large markets for their 
products through the creation its affili- 
ated National Industries for the Blind, non- 
organization which acts liaison 
capacity between Federal and other purchas- 
ing agents and the workshops for 
the blind, and which promotes co-operation 
among the workshops for the blind with 


view broadening the employment oppor- 


State and Locai Service 


The Foundation has helped establish 
state departments for the blind twenty-six 
states, and assists every way possible 
improve the efficiency organizations 
for the blind. 

Personal Services 


The Foundation sells braille watches and 
braille typewriters. cost and supplies 


coupon books through which blind person 
and his guide are enabled travel rail- 
roads and buses for single fare. 


Reference Library 


The Foundation conducts one the most 
complete and best organized reference li- 
braries work for the blind (in English 
and foreign languages) the world. 


Deaf-Blind 

The Foundation maintains special depart- 
ment compile statistics and give 
sultant and other service the development 
state and programs for the improve- 
ment conditions for the deaf-blind. 


The Talking Book 


The Foundation has developed the Talk- 
ing Book—a long-playing phonograph disc 
which sells cost—as well the machines, 
read these books. The Talking Book 
considered one the greatest boons ever 
bestowed the blind. 


Publications 


‘The Foundation publishes the Outlook for 
the Blind and The Teachers Forum, Talking 
Book Topics, and the Braille Book Review, 
and also Directory Activities for the 
Blind the United States and Canada, 
well many books and value 
those interested the blind. 


Scholarships 


The Foundation awards scholarships 
blind students enable them obtain pro- 
fessional and vocational training fitting them 
earn livelihood. 


The Foundation co-operates with and sup- 
plements the services the Army, Navy, 
and Veterans Administrations authorities 
charged with the rehabilitation the war- 
blinded service personnel. 


The Foundation’s support derived 
part from income from endowments, but 
more largely individuals all parts 
the country, who, through annual contribu- 
and through bequests, stretch out 
helping hand their blind fellow country- 
men. 
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